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Frequently Asked Questions 
NWEA MAP Testing Process for 
Non-CPS Students Applying to 

2021-2022 School Year 
 

Logistics 
1.   When will testing take place? 

The test dates will take place on May 9-10, 2020, May 30-31, 2020, and June 6-7, 2020.  

 
2.   Where will testing take place? 

The NWEA MAP will be administered at three test sites: Curie Metropolitan High School, 
4959 S. Archer Ave.; Lane Technical High School, 2501 W. Addison St.; and Lindblom Math 
and Science Academy, 6130 S. Wolcott Ave. 

 
3.   When and how will we be able to register? 

Parents will register by submitting the NWEA MAP registration form to the Office of Access and 
Enrollment. The registration form is accessible at go.cps.edu – click ‘Elementary School’ or ‘High 
School’ and ‘NWEA MAP.’ Forms can be hand-delivered or mailed to 42 W. Madison St., Garden 
Level, Chicago, IL 60602, or scanned and emailed to  oaecommunications@cps.edu. In order for 
students to be scheduled to test in May or June, the registration form must be received by the 
Office of Access and Enrollment no later than April 3, 2020. 

 
4.   My child cannot test on Saturday for religious reasons.  What are my options? 

If your child cannot test on a Saturday for religious reasons, please choose a Sunday date(s) as 
your preference. 

 
5.   Will students take both math and reading tests on the same day? 

Typically, the tests are administered on separate dates. You will have the option of indicating on 
the registration form if you prefer your child to take both tests on the same day. If you indicate 
that you want your child to take both tests on the same day, we will make every effort to 
accommodate your request, but we cannot guarantee that your request can be honored. 

 

6.   Will I be able to choose the date and location of my child’s test? 
You will be able to indicate your preference of test date(s); we will make every effort to 
accommodate your preference, but we cannot guarantee that your request can be 
honored. Your child will be scheduled to the closest test location based on your address 
that has space available. 

 
7.   When will I be notified of the time and location for testing? 

CPS will send notification of testing dates via U.S. mail, approximately 1-2 weeks prior to the 
student’s test date. 

 
8.   Will I be able to reschedule my child’s test? 

Capacity is limited. Few, if any, rescheduling requests will be accommodated. 

 
9. When will I receive my child’s results? 

In July 2020, you will receive an Activation Code via U.S. mail (unless you have already opened a 
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GoCPS account for your applicant). This code will be used to open a GoCPS online application 
account and activate your child when the GoCPS Activation process opens in August 2020 for the 
2021-2022 application season. After you activate your child in August 2020, you will be able to 
view your child’s NWEA MAP scores via your GoCPS account. (If you applied via GoCPS in a 
previous school year for your child, you will not receive an Activation Code. The scores will be 
visible on your GoCPS account in August 2020.) 
 

Policy 
 

10. Does my child have to take the NWEA MAP test if they want to apply to CTE Selective 
Academies, Magnet High Schools, Service Leadership Academies, or IB High Schools? 
Yes. The NWEA MAP is the assessment used to determine eligibility for these schools, as well 
as Selective Enrollment High Schools and all other high school programs with academic 
criteria. If your child is only applying to charter schools, or you want your child to enroll in 
the general education program at your neighborhood school, your child does not have to 
take the NWEA MAP. 

 
11. Does my child take the NWEA MAP if they are applying to Selective Enrollment Elementary 

Schools for grades 5, 6, 7, or 8? 
Yes. The NWEA MAP is the assessment used to determine eligibility for Selective 
Enrollment Elementary Schools (Academic Centers, Classical Schools, and Regional Gifted 
Centers). HOWEVER, if your child is only planning to apply to grades 5-8 to Choice 
Elementary Schools (magnet, magnet cluster, and open enrollment schools), your child 
does not have to take the NWEA MAP. 

 
12. Does my child have to take the NWEA MAP with CPS if my child’s non-CPS school already uses 

NWEA MAP? 
Yes. Only NWEA MAP scores from a CPS test administration can be used for the CPS 
application process. This ensures uniform testing environments for all students. 
 

13. My child is currently enrolled in a non-CPS school, but they will attend a Chicago public 
school in fall 2020. If my child takes the NWEA MAP at their Chicago public school in the 
fall, which scores will be used for the 2021-2022 application process? 

 The scores from the spring 2020 NWEA MAP will be the scores used for the 2021-2022 
application process. You will not be allowed to use scores from any other test if your child 
takes the test in spring 2020. 

 
14. If my child has an illness on the scheduled test date, will my child be allowed to retest? 

Students who are ill on the test date should not go to the testing center and should call the Office 
of Access and Enrollment on the following Monday at (773) 553-2060. Additionally, if a student 
feels ill during the exam, they must inform the examiner so that the student does not continue 
testing when not feeling optimal. If this occurs, the student will be excused from the test and 
allowed to reschedule. 

 
15. Will my child test on a tablet or laptop/desktop? 

Students will test on hard-wired or wireless laptops or desktops. All computers will have a 
mouse for easy navigation. 
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Testing Accommodations 

 
16. My child has an IEP or 504 Plan.  Will their accommodations be honored? 

CPS will only honor test accommodations for finalized Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 
and 504 Plans from public school districts. Applicable test accommodations described in Section 
10 (c) of the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan will be made available.  

 
Please be aware that only certain accommodations are available for the NWEA MAP due to 
its specific nature.  For instance, external, handheld calculators are not allowed; instead, 
when a calculator is permitted, it will appear on the computer screen as an embedded 
feature of the test. 

 
17. How many questions are on the NWEA MAP? 

The NWEA MAP mathematics test is roughly 52 items in length. The NWEA MAP reading test is 
roughly 42 items in length.  

 
NWEA MAP Test and Features 
 

18. How does the test work? 
The NWEA MAP assessments are adaptive achievement tests in mathematics and reading that 
are taken on a computer. The difficulty of a test is adjusted to the student's performance, so 
each student sees different test questions. The difficulty of each question is based on how well 
the student has answered the questions up to that point. As the student answers correctly, the 
questions become more difficult. If the student answers incorrectly, the questions become 
easier. 

 
19. What content is covered? 

Components for the MAP reading test include vocabulary, long passage, short passage, fiction 
and non-fiction. Components of the MAP mathematics test include algebra, geometry, 
measurement, data analysis and probability and numbers and operations. 

 
20. How can my child prepare for the NWEA MAP? Should I invest in test preparation classes/ 

resources? 
Preparing for the NWEA MAP is achieved through strong, Common Core-based academic 
instruction and by managing student expectations. 

 
The NWEA MAP is adaptive and builds a custom test for each student taking it. The NWEA MAP 
item bank aligns with the Common Core State Standards and expands the breadth of goal areas. 
Success on this assessment is directly impacted by high-quality classroom instruction and 
educational standards. Investing in test preparation classes/resources will not prepare a student 
to take this type of assessment. 

 
Parents can help their children prepare for this assessment by sharing information about the 
nature of the assessment and by working with them on focus and concentration for extended 
reading and math activities. Students can sample the test using the  Test-Warm-ups 
(warmup.nwea.org). 
 

21. Does CPS recommend a particular test prep company? 
Chicago Public Schools does NOT recommend, endorse or sponsor ANY test preparation 
courses, study guides, or sample questions for the NWEA MAP or for the Selective Enrollment 
Schools testing process. 

http://warmup.nwea.org/
http://warmup.nwea.org/
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The NWEA MAP is an adaptive test with thousands of test items. As a result, students are 
unlikely to see the same items as other students. Most students have no problem adjusting to 
the computerized, adaptive format of the test. However, using the sample items and tool kit 
recommended above will help your child understand the difference between a traditional pencil 
paper test and an adaptive test to best prepare them for the test. 

 
The admissions exam used for the Selective Enrollment schools is designed to assess students’ 
academic capabilities or reasoning and thinking skills. The Office of Access and Enrollment has 
not seen any direct correlation between student acceptance rates in Selective Enrollment 
schools and their participation in courses offered by test preparation companies. Further, the 
Office of Access and Enrollment receives feedback each year from parents whose children 
participated in a test preparation course and were not selected for any of their school choices. 

 
 


